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evealed. Even if the other person is a be- 
iever, each person must still carefully con- 
ider the depth of that person's faith. Does 
he other have a heart for God? Does he or 

I 
.he possess true spiritual wisdom? Of 
course, everyone is a pilgrim on the path 
and no one will be perfect, but those who 
are dating must ask God for discernment 
and guidance as they consider this other 
person's personal relationship with God. 

I 
Humble or Self-centered? 
Humility is an important attribute in a date. 
Proverbs 11:2 warns, "When pride comes, 
then comes shame; hut with the humble 
1s wisdom." A humble person seeks the I . .  

i other's good. A humble person can ask for 
: help. Only a truly humble person will be 
; able to love his or her spouse completely, 

love be distinguished irom temporary in- 
fatuation? Several characteristics separate 
true love from infatuation. Infatuation is 
based on physical characteristics; love is 
based on the whole person. Infatuation is 
instant ("love at first sight"); love grows 
steadily over time. Infatuation can be lost 
in a moment, for it is based only on feel- 
ings; love is a commitment that remains as 
feelings come and go. Infatuation meets rny 
needs; love meets our needs. 

The decision you are making will last a life- 
time. Take your time and make it wisely. 

FURTHER MEDITATION: - -  

Other passages to study about the issue of 
premarital relationships include: 

according to the kind of love described in 
1 Corinthians 13: "Love suffers long and ;' Kings 11:1-13 
is kind; love does not envy; loves does not r" 2 ;  5-9 
parade itself, is not puffed up; does not r" Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
behave rudely, does not seek its own . . ." 3:3 
(1 Cor. 13:4,5). Such love is fundamental r" 1 Corinthians l3 
to a positive and lasting relationship. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

Genuine or Deceptive? 
Sincerity is a valuable virtue. Going on a 
date, however, is often a showcase, a place 
to conceal sho~tcomings. As they are dat- 
ing, many people try to disguise their flaws 
and defects; others attempt to exaggerate 
their positive qualities, or even lie. This can 
cause people to obsess about how to look, 
what to say, how to eat. The whole routine 
is misleading. For this reason, it is partic- 
ularly important to look beyond the veneer 
by dating over a period of time and by 
doing things together in a variety of situd- 
tions. The real person will eventually 
emerge-for better or worse. But it would 
be better to d~scover that real person be- 
fore making the "for better or worse" vow! 

SO IS IT-LOVE OR INFATUATION? 

Even when a person is dating a spiritual, 
humble, and genuine person, how can real 

To Learn More: Turn to the key passage note on premarital relat~onships ar Amos 3:3 on page I I S  I. 
See also the personality pr~fileaf ~ u t k a n d  Boaz on page 336. 
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AUTHORITY OF THE PROPHET'S MESSAGE A lion has roared! 
Hear t h ~ s  word that the Loan has spoken Who will not fear? 3 , '  against you, 0 children of Israel, against The Lord Gon has spoken! 

the whole family which I brouglit up from the Who can but prophesy? 
land of Egypt, saying: 

PUNISHMENT OF ISRAEL'S SINS 
"You only have 1 known of all the families "Proclaim in the palaces at A ~ h d o d , ~  

of the earth; And in the palaces in the land of Egypt, 
Therefore 1 will punish you for all your and say: 

iniquities." 'Assemble on the mountains of Samaria; 
See great tumults in her midst, 

j Can two walk together, unless they are And the oppressed within her. 
agreed? '"or they do not know to do right: 

Will a lioli roar in the forest, when he Says the Lonn, 
has no prey? 'Who store up violence and rohbely in 

Will a young lion cry out of his den, if their palaces.' " 
he lias caught nothing? 

Will a bird fall into a snare on the earth. "Therefore thus says the Lord Goo: 
where there is no trap for it? 

Will a snare spring up from the earth. if "An adversary shall be all around the 
it has caught nothing at all? land; 

Vf a Iruliipet is blown in a city, will not He shall sap your strength from you, 
the people be afraid? And your palaces shall be plundered." 

If there is calarnity in a city, will not the 
LORD have done it? I2Thus says the LORD: 

' Surely the Lord Goo does nothing, 
Unless He reveals His secret to His 3:9 aFoilowing Maioret~c Text; Septuagint reads 

servants the propllel~. Assyria. 

- 

WALI<ING IN AGR 
(3:3) 

Amos had received a prophecy from God; this meant that the predicted event 
would soon take olace. Amos used some auestions reeardine interrelated events " " 
to Prove that Point. For exam~le. Amos Mote. "Can two walk toeether, unless . 

they are agreed!" When &o people are walking together, we figure they hav'agreed about 
some things, like where and when to meet and where to go. The verse describes a general 
truth about relationships between people. 

During a dating relationship, a couple should evaluate their agreements in various areas 
of life. They shouldn't "walk together" into a marriage covenant if they are not agreed in the 
most important issues of l ifdeliefs,  values, and lifestyle. Paul gave the same advice when 
he said, "Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has 
righteousness with lawlessness?" (2 Cor. 6: 14). 

As Christians date, they should seek the company of other Christians. Then they should 
agree on the practical implications of their Christian faith. Such agreement will help them to 
walk through many years together. 

,, 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about premarital relationships on pages 338, 339. See also 
the personalicy profile of Ruth and Boaz on page 336. 



R U T H  1:21 -. -- 336 

dealt very bitterly w i th  me. ZII went out full, And she said to her, "Go, my daughter." ers amp- 
and the Lonn has brought me home again 3Then she left, and went and gleaned in the continuet 
empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the field after the reapers. And she happened to she rest?: 
LORD has testified against me, and the Al- come to the part of the field belonging to STher : 
mighty has afflicted me!" Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. m!, d a a c  

"So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moab- "Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, in anor-.+ 
itess her daughter-in-law w i th  her, who re- and said to the reapers, "The LORD be wi th  close b :  1 
turned from the country of Moab. Now they you!" 3n  &e ?. 
came to Bethlehem at the beginnillg of barley And they a~iswered him, "The LORD bless them. F'r- 
harvest. you!" not tc :r-~ 

=Then Boaz said to his servant who was in 
RUTH MEETS BOAZ charge o i  the reapers, "Whose young woman 

There was a relative of Naomi's husband, is this?" 
a man of great wealtli, of the iamily of the servant who was in charge of the 

Elimelech. His name was Boaz. 'So Ruth the reapers answered and said, "It is the young 
Moabitess said to Naomi, "Please let me go to Moabite woman who came back w i th  Naomi 
the field, and glean heads o f  grain after hiin in f rom the country of Moab. 7And she said, I:.+: : 
whose sight I may find favor" 'Please let me glean and gather after Ihe reap- 

Jon., 
A . - -~ 

. .  . 
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RUTH 8i ROAZ - SEXUAL INTEGRlTy ..A. L .- 

IN PREMARITAL RELATIONSHIPS - 7.1 c.: -. ~- 

(RIITI-I 2-3) . . .-- .. .~ - .--- 
The way in which a couple meets and the story of their c w m h i p  reveals much 

about their marriage prospects. Ruth and Boaz lived one of the Bible's most romantic love 
stories. As in every true love story, Ruth and Boaz had their share of sorrow, difficulty, . ~ 

adventure, and victory. Where fools rush in. Ruth and Boaz walked wisely. 
Boaz met Ruth shortly after she arrived in Bethlehem with Naomi, her mother-in-law, 

~ .,- 
who was returning home. Both women were widows. They were also friends. Naomi's God 
had become Ruth's. The lovely Moabitess graciously assumed the role of resourceful ~. -- -- A: - .~ ..--- 
provider for rhe two women, never guessing what surprises God had in store. 

~ --. =---: .~~ 
Ruth showed up during the harvest of Boaz's fields, gleaning the leftovers t o  feed -- --- . .-- ... . -  

Naomi and herselt Boaz noticed her. A few tactful questions later, Boaz began t o  demon- 
strate special attention toward Ruth. He encouraged her t o  stay with his work crew. He . . 
informed her that she was under his guarantee of safety because of her special care for his 
relative Naomi. 

During the harvest days, mutual respect and appreciation became special affection 
between Ruth and Boaz. Under Naomi's guidance, Ruth let Boaz know she was open t o  his 
role as kinsman-redeemer, meaning that he would marry her, care for her, and perhaps carry 
on the family line. Boaz praised her character and promised t o  take action. When i t  was all 
said and done, their marriage made them part of the ancestry of Jesus. 

Sexual possibilities were undoubtedly part of Ruth and Boaz's story, but they did nor use 
sex t o  determine their relationship. They are a romantic tribute t o  the power of sexual 
integrity before marriage. . .- 

~~ ~ 

To Learn More: Turn to the articles about sexual integrity an pages 1608. 1609 and pre- - 
- - 

marital relationships on pages 338, 339. See also the key passage note on sexual integrity at . . .. ~. 
I Corinthians 6: 15 on page 1499, and the key passage note on premarital relationships at 
Amos3:3onpage 1151. 



R U T H  3:10 - -- 340 

I0Then he said, "Blessed are you of the down here." So they sat down. 3Then he said 
LORD, my daughter! For you have shown more to the close relative, "Naomi, who has come 
kindness at the end than at the beginning, in back from the country of Moah, sold the piece 
that you did not go after young men, whether of land which belonged to our brother Elime- 
poor or rich. ILAnd now, my daughter, do not lech. 4And I thought to inform you, saying, 
fear. I will do for you all that you request, for 'Buy it hack in the presence of the inhabitants 
all the people of my town know that you are a and the elders of ~ n y  people. If  you will re- 
virtuous woman. I2Now it is true that I am a deem it, redeem il; but if you'will not redeem 
close relative; however, there is a relative clos- it, then tell me, that I may know; for there is 
er than I. "Stay this night, and in the morning no one but you to redeem it, and I am next 
it shall be that if he will perform the duty of a after you.' " 
close relative for you-good: let him do it. But And he said, "I will redeem it.' 
if he does not want to perform the duty for 5Tllen Boaz said, "On the day you buy the 
you, then 1 will perform the duty for you, as field from the hand of Naomi, you must also 
the LOIW lives! Lie down until morning.'' buy ir from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the 

I4So she lay at his feet until morning, arid dead, to perpetuateQ the name oi the dead 
she arose before one could recognize another, through his inheritance.'' 
Then he said. "Do not let it be known that the "nd the close relative said, "I cannot re- 
woman came to the threshing floor." 'sAlso he deem it for myself, lest I ruin my own inheri- 
said, "Bring the shawl that is on you and hold tance. You redeem my right of redemption for 
it." And when she held it, lie measured six yourself, for I cannot redeem it," 
epl~ahs of barley, and laid it on her. Then she' 'Now this was the cuslorn in former times in 
went into the city. Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging, 

'"hen she came to her mother-in-law, she to confirm anything: one man took off his san- 
said, 'Is that you, my daughter?" dal and gaveit  to-the other, and this was a 

Then she told her all that the man had done coniirmation in Israel. 
for her. "And she said, "These six epllahs of 8Therefore the close relative said to Boaz, 
barley he gave me; for he said to me, 'Do not "Buy it for yourself." So he took off his sandal. 
go empty-handed to your mother-in-law.' " qAnd Boaz said to the elders and all the peo- 

IRThen she said, "Sit still, my daughter, un- ple, "You are witnesses this day that I have 
ti1 you know how the matter will turn out; for bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that 
the man will not rest until he has concluded was Chilion's and Mahlon's, fro111 the hand of 
the matter this day." Naomi. 10Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the 

widow of Mahlon, I have acquired as illy wile, 
BOAZ REDEEMS RUTH 

4 NOW B0.x Went UP to the gate and Sat 3:lS ,Many Hebrew manuscripts, Syria', and 
,A down there; and behold, the close relative Vulgate read she; Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 

of whom B~~~ had spoken came by. so B~~~ Targum read he. 4:l 'Hebrew peloni almoni; 
literally so and so 4:4 aFollowing many Hebrew said, "Come aside, iriend,'sit down here." So manuscripts, Septuagint, Synac, Targum, and 

i he came aside and sat down. 'And he took ten Vulgate; Masoretic ~ext  reads he. 4:5 *L~teralIy 
men of the elders of the city, and said, "Sit raise up 

People of Character (3.11) Marriages in this culture were generally arranged 

. by a girl's parents. In Ruth's case, Naomi did the arranging by instructing her to 
approach Boaz, a near kinsman, whose duty it would be to marry her. Boaz had 
heard about Ruth (2: 1 1 ,  12) and had great respect for her because she was 

known as "avirtuous woman" (3:l 1). Ruth appreciated Boaz's kindness to her and Naomi. 
Although our culture is very different, people who are dating should look at the other 

; person's character before deciding whether to marv In the long run, character is what will 
matter most. Topic: Premarital Relationships 
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own body. 190r do you not know that your band rer~der to his wife thr  affection due her, 
bodv is the temnle of the Holv Soirit wlzo is in and likewise also the wife to her husband. 
vou. urhom you have The wlfe does not have .. . . , . . . .  . . . . . ~  
from ~ o d ,  and you are authority over her own 
not your own? 2oFor you For you were bought at a price; body, but the husband 
were boueht at a nrice: therefore giorify God in your body does. And likewise the ~" ~ ~~ .~ . 
therefore ~ l o r i f v  God i n  "d in your 'pirit, which are God's. husband does not have ., , 

your bodya and in your 1 C O R I N T H I A N S  6 : z o  kdies are authority over his ow11 
spirit, which are God's. body, but the wife does. 

r lers of a 5Do no- 
PRINCIPLES OF MARRIAGE o~her except with consent for a time, that you :at know 

n e  body 7 Now concer~iing the things of which you r n n s e l v e s  to fasting and prayer; 

-shall be- m o t e  to me: and come together again so that Satan does 

; 'oined to It is good for a man not to touch a woman. hot tempt you because of your lack of s e r  
"evertheless, because of sexual immorality, c d 6 B u t  I say this as a concession, not as 

sin that a let each Inan have his own wife, and let each 

tr he who woman have her own husband. 3Lel the hus- 6:20 aNUlext ends the verse at body 

2 2 4  

ONE FLESH 

moment, the two people "become one flesh" (6: 16; Gen. 2:24). Sex is meant 
be a hoiy union in which a man and a woman share a deep bond. But in the 

Corinthian culture, sex outside of marriage was not viewed as evil. It was even part of their 
"worship," as the temple of Aphrodite employed thousands of temple prostitutes. Paul 
wanted the Corinthian believers to understand that because they had become the body of 
Christ, they needed to  separate themselves from ail forms of sexual immorality. This did not 
mean that married couples should become ce l i ba t~sex  itself is not evil, for God created it. 
It is peopie who pervert it. Instead, believers must practice sexual integrity. God's people 
must abstain from sex outside of marriage; but within the bonds of marriage, a husband and 
wife should be fairhful, always seeking to  lovingly meet each other's needs (E2-5). 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about sexual integrity on pages 1608, 1609. See also the 
personality profile of Ruth and Boaz on page 336. 
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couples having sex outside of marriage as normal and common. Often people 
seem to have no concern that this is sin according to God. He does not ask 
believers to "flee sexual immorality" because He wants to ruin their fun. Sex was 

Gad's idea; He created it as a hoiy union that binds two people together. Experiencing that 
union with many different peopie cheapens what God intends as a lifelong bond between a 
husband and wife. Believers must keep their premarital relationships pure. But if they have 
not done so, they can begin anew, knowing that God will forgive past sins. 
Topic: Premarital Relationship 


